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I declare now, with this sentence, the first issue of R.O.T./R&T to be published!

It has been both an honour and a challenge navigating the creation of a student journal and
bringing its first issue to fruition.

As the founding members, my fellow R&T members were at liberty to create this journal
according to our own goals and ideals. These are listed on our website, religionogtankar.com,
but I will take this opportunity to further reflect on our and my reasons as to why we wanted
to establish our own study of religion student journal.

For me personally, it was important to create an arena where students could gain experience
with what I deem our “craft” as students and scholars: writing, reviewing, and relations.
Especially in the later years, I’ve assumed due to the rise in cost of everything, it has, in
my experience, been difficult to attain experience, for example, teaching seminars or assisting
in grading work. This journal, then, is an opportunity to engage with fellow students and
scholars’ texts, reviewing them, being reviewed, and attain experience working collegially and
collaboratively.

Additionally, AI continues to be a challenge for education and academia. The Norwegian Min-
istry of Education and Research has proposed that take-home exams (exam essays), portfolio
assessments, and similar non-supervised assessments be supplied with a controlled exam part
like an oral exam (Kunnskapsdepartementet, 2025; Utdanningsnytt, 2025). While it is neces-
sary to adapt to the ever-evolving technology, this is also a difficult proposition for universities
that are already being told that they need to cut more and more from their budgets. The
likelihood, then, as I see it, for school exams to be the only assessment for students is high.

In my own experience, take-home exams have been an important part as to learn how to write
academically, structure arguments, and learn a specific way of thinking. This journal, then,
could function as a continuation of this and be an opportunity for students and scholars alike
to further our craft of writing.

In this vein, I also hope that by having the opportunity to partake in this collegiate and collab-
oration, that students and scholars are encouraged to interact with the world and religion(s)
more “hands on” as well. To find your own data, figure out what theory and method work
best for collecting and analysing data, and create relations to possible interview participants,
key informants, or other scholars. To approach our study and craft as something more than
passing a grade at the university. To see the world through the lens of study of religion.

This is connected to one of our other reasons to establish this journal: to possibly contribute to
and engage with the study of religion field. Another discussion in Norway has been regarding
what has been deemed “tullestudier” (directly translated: joke-studies), which has been applied
to the humanities (Frølich, 2025; Arnesen, 2025). This has already been discussed and reflected
on by other scholars more elaborately and succinctly than I will here, but I will still give our
“two cents” on the topic.

We believe that study of religion contribute valuably to the world, in the sense that our field
tries to understand and reflect upon the phenomenon we for now deem “religion(s)”. While
I do not want to overemphasise the role of religion(s), it affects cultures and the world, and
has done so since at least the Neolithic revolution. Religion(s) have changed the course of the
world, and the world has changed the course of religion(s).

While some argue that the academic study of religion(s) may need some more practical appli-
cability, it still contributes to the understanding of culture, the world and people in the past
and present. In conflict, in everyday life, and everything in between. Due to religion(s) impact,
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I believe that understanding this phenomenon is integral to understanding a part of the world.

Our last, but not least, aspiration for this journal is to keep it interdisciplinary and interna-
tional. While the interdisciplinary part is somewhat lacking (yet), we have been able to make
it international with contributors of different nationalities from both the University of Bergen
and the University of Groningen. As stated on our website, we would like to believe that the
free and accessible...

[...] flow of information, knowledge, and reflections of people with different
backgrounds is something which we hope can help to foster a better under-
standing of ourselves, others, the world, and last but not least the phenomenon
we for now call religion(s) (R&T, 2026)

While these were our ideals, goals, and reasons for establishing the student journal, making
it a reality has been a whole other journey. In this regard, I want to thank every member of
R&T and all of our contributors for your time, patience and grace. I will always be immensely
grateful for your efforts and willingness to participate, and your ability to extend grace to the
blunders and ignorance of a newborn student journal. I sincerely hope you all want to continue
this journey with us.

Now, unto the issue at hand, why did we choose objects as the theme for our first issue?

Objects felt like a relevant theme for study of religion due to it being broad enough to encompass
different angles for investigation and interests, but also due to the new “material turn” in, among
others, the study of religion. Like the Marxists in the 80s, we are not shy to throw ourselves
at a trend or zeitgeist of an era. As we say on our website:

Objects are material, but they can be more than “mere” physical entities.
They are imbued with meaning, purpose and agency. From everyday items to
sacred artifacts and ritual tools, the theme “objects” offers the opportunity to
explore their role in shaping, expressing, sustaining, and playing out religious
practices, beliefs, identities, and expressions. (R&T, 2026)

This issue is opened by the scholars Laura Feldt and Jane Hjarl Petersen, who, upon our
request, have provided an introduction reflecting upon primarily two engagements with objects
in religions in a comparative light: monstrosity and friction.

The first article of this issue is written by Anja Fløde Bjørlo, who explores in her article “De-
centering the Anthropocentric: Relational Ontology and New Animism” through the works of
Gilles Deleuze, Félix Guattari, Bruno Latour, Philippe Descola, Graham Harvey, Tim Ingold,
the Haudenosaunee and others, ways in which we can rethink ontology as more relational and
dynamic.

Carsten Grøm next explores in his article “Feuerbach: Fragments of a Materialist Theory of
Religion” in which he claims to posit Feuerbach’s “latest” theory of religion post “Essence of
Christianity”. Drawing upon the later works “The Essence of Religion” and “Lectures on the
Essence of Religion”, Feuerbach’s “latest” theory of religion is claimed to be based on “nature”,
materiality.

Further, Aarón Rodríguez explores the role of the absence of an object, or a space, that affects
believers and non-believers in his article “Pushing For the Last Temple. A Jewish Case of
Presence Through Absence”.

Elise Friestad’s first contribution is her article “Narrative Tourism in Buddhist Thailand: The
Case of the White Temple (Wat Rong Khun)”. In it, she seeks to explore in what ways the
architectural design of Wat Rong Khun functions as a narration for the Buddhist teachings
of Samsara. This article also engages with themes of tourism and its interaction with key
Buddhist teachings.

Anne Lene Ragnildstveit Sætra explores in her article “A Mask’s Conviction of its Wearer; A
Comparative Approach to Ritualistic use of Masks, Inspired by The Legend of Zelda – Ma-
jora’s Mask” the relation between a mask and its wearer, comparing the video game “Majoras
Mask” to different traditions of mask-wearing in contexts such as the Noh theatre, Theyyam
performances and Aztec warrior culture.

Osk Aasgard Høberg Tveranger, in their reworked BA thesis “The Use of Religious Symbol-
Buildings in Identity Creation in Switzerland and Afghanistan: A Thematic and Comparative
Analysis”, looks at how “religious symbol-buildings” are used and shaped in identity creation
among non-affiliated groups through the case studies of the 2009 Swiss minaret referendum
and 2001 destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas by the Taliban.

Friestad’s second contribution is her BA thesis “Divination as Everyday Religion in Early
China and Ancient Greece”, where she explores the way in which lead tablets from Dodona
and bamboo slips from Shuihudi function as a mediator between humans and the superhuman
in everyday life.

Asif Al Hasan has provided us with the first and only book review of this issue, where he
reviews “The Lives of Objects: Material Culture, Experience, and the Real in the History of
Early Christianity” by Maia Kotrosits.

At last, I want to thank everyone on the board of R&T and our student-peer reviewers for
their time, energy, and enthusiasm.

I also want to thank Laura Feldt and Jane Hjarl Petersen, who so kindly and enthusiastically
wrote an introduction piece for our first published issue. In this regard, I want to again thank
all the contributors for their time and collaboration.

Further, I want to thank Yrja Skjærum and Idunn Abelsnes, who shared their time, knowledge
and experience from their time at the archeological students at the University of Bergen’s own
student journal, Riss.

In this regard, I also thank “Tidsskriftsalliansen” (translation: the journal alliance), a coalition
of student journals at UiB consisting of Riss, Replikk, Prosopopeia, Røyst, Kulakula, and R&T,
for their camaraderie and help.

I also want to thank the student association of the Faculty of Religion, Culture and Society of
the University of Groningen, Gerardus van der Leeuw, for the collaboration and dissemination
of our student journal.

And last but not least, I would like to thank Ragnhild Alida Tveranger for the name «R.O.T»,
the acronym for “Religion og Tankar” (Religion and Thoughts), which in Norwegian means
both «Roots» and «Messy», which I find amusing, relevant, and fitting to the several processes
of both religion, and running a journal.

Editor-in-Chief
Osk Aasgard Høberg Tveranger
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